Resources for the Prelaw Candidate

The following list of prelaw readings offers prospective law
students an overview of selected classics and current titles in
certain subjects: law school and legal education, the legal
profession, biography, jurisprudence and legal issues, and
financing a law school education. Some of these publications list
sources for financial aid, but students will need to call or write the
individual organizations for the most up-to-date information.

This list should not be construed as the official bibliography of
the Law School Admission Council or the ABA,; it is beyond the
scope of those organizations to provide any sort of definitive
catalog of prelaw readings.

Some of these books have already withstood the test of time
and are as relevant today as when they were first written and
published generations ago. Examples are Richard Kluger's

Law School and Legal Education

Simple Justice—a rare glimpse into the private workings and
deliberations of the Supreme Court, and Karl Llewellyn’s The
Bramble Bush—a classic study of how legal education shapes
our legal institutions.

Some titles simply reflect the most current writing on the
subjects listed above and are not necessarily recommended
simply because they appear on this list. It will be up to you to
search out the titles that pique your interest and make your
own determination of their worth. The aim of our list is merely
to give you a head start. We hope that those interested in
pursuing legal studies will find the issues raised and the ideas
discussed in these works helpful in making the decision to
choose law as a career.
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New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006.
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Curry, Boykin, and Emily Angel Baer, eds. Essays That
Worked for Law Schools (Revised): 40 Essays from
Successful Applications to the Nation’s Top Law Schools.
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Legal Profession
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Schneider, Deborah, and Gary Belsky. Should You Really Be
a Lawyer? The Guide to Smart Career Choices Before,
During, and After Law School. 2nd ed. Seattle:
LawyerAvenue Press, 2010.

Sedberry, Steven R. Law School Labyrinth: A Guide to
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Couric, Emily. The Trial Lawyers: The Nation’s Top Litigators
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Along the Pathways to Success. Chicago: American Bar
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2003.
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and Resilience in the Organizations of Practice. Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan Press, 2007.

Kenn, Deborah. Lawyering from the Heart. New York: Aspen
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Strauss, Debra M. Behind the Bench: The Guide to Judicial
Clerkships. Chicago: The BarBri Group, 2002.

Strickland, Rennard, and Frank T. Read. The Lawyer Myth: A
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Macmillan, 1974. Reprinted 1981, Collier Books.

Cray, Ed. Chief Justice: A Biography of Earl Warren. New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2008.

Darrow, Clarence. The Story of My Life. Cambridge: Da Capo
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York: Fordham University Press, 2001.

Kahlenberg, Richard D. Broken Contract: A Memoir of
Harvard Law School. Amherst, MA: University of
Massachusetts Press, 1999. (First published in 1992.)
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Nizer, Louis. Reflections Without Mirrors: An Autobiography
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View. New York: Knopf, 2010.

Cahn, Edmond. The Moral Decision: Right and Wrong in the
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Irons, Peter. A People’s History of the Supreme Court: The
Men and Women Whose Cases and Decisions Have Shaped
Our Constitution. Rev. ed. New York: Penguin, 2006.

Irons, Peter, and Stephanie Guitton, eds. May It Please the
Court: Live Recordings and Transcripts of Landmark Oral
Arguments Made Before the Supreme Court Since 1955.
(Book and MP3 audio CDs.) New York: New Press, 2007.

Kluger, Richard. Simple Justice: The History of Brown vs.
Board of Education and Black America’s Struggle for
Equality. Rev. and expanded. New York: Vintage, 2004.
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Walker, Samuel. Hate Speech: The History of an American
Controversy. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 1994.

. In Defense of American Liberties: A History of the
ACLU. 2nd ed. Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University
Press, 1999.

Ward, Artemis, and David L. Weiden. Sorcerers’ Apprentices:
100 Years of Law Clerks at the United States Supreme
Court. New York: New York University Press, 2006.

Williams, Patricia J. The Alchemy of Race and Rights.
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imply endorsement or recommendation by LSAC.

Schlachter, Gail Ann. Funding for Persons with Visual
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© 2012 by Law School Admission Council, Inc. All rights reserved.
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. Financial Aid for the Disabled and Their Families,
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. Financial Aid for Veterans, Military Personnel, and
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. How to Pay for Your Law Degree. 2011-2013.
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